"MARSK HKXHY"

for a ready wit. One time tlitriiig the final act of
Rip Van Winkle, a young countryman in tin* gal-
lery was so carried away that In* quite lost his knif-
ings and seemed to be about to climb over the outer
railing. The audience, spellbound by the actor,
nevertheless saw the rustic, and its attention wn.s
being divided between the two when .lelferstm
reached that point in the action of the pirn* where
Rip is amazed by the dodlif y of his wilV tinder llu*
ill usage of her second husband. Tie took m the
situation at a glance.

Casting his eye directly upon the youth lit the
gallery, he uttered the linen as if addressing them
directly to him, "Well, I would never Imvc I*elievetl
it if I had not seen it,"

The poor fellow, startled, drew back from liin
perilous position, and the audience broke into n
storm of applause,

Joseph Jefferson was a Swedenborgian in his re-
ligious belief. At one time too extreme it belief in
spiritualism threatened to cloud his sound, whole-
some understanding. As be grew older and hap-
pier and passed out from the shadow of his eitrly
tragedy he fell away from the more sinister influ-
ence the supernatural had attained over his i
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